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Winter 2010
The 11th Annual Southwest Florida Reading Festival

Saturday, March 20th 10 A.M. to 4 P.M.
Harborside Event Center & Centennial Park

The Lee County Library System produces the festival each year to inform everyone about the resources and services available at their local library.  Visit me at the Books-By-Mail table, take a tour of the Bookmobile, learn how to use the library from home, take part in activities for children and adults all for free.  Here are the featured adult authors who will be attending and their latest work:
· Sheramy Bundrick’s Sunflowers
· Tim Dorsey’s Gator-A-Go-Go
· James Grippando’s Money to Burn
· Lisa Jackson’s Chosen to Die
· Robert Macomber’s The Darkest Shade of Honor
· Johanna Moran’s The Wives of Henry Oades
· Gustavo Bolivar Moreno’s Asi se roban las elecciones en Colombia

· Carla Neggers’ Captivated
· James O’Neal’s The Human Disguise

· Lisa Scottoline’s Think Twice
· F. Paul Wilson’s Ground Zero

Lee Bennett Hopkins, writer of children’s poetry, will also be on hand to receive the Festival’s Lifetime Achievement Award.  
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United Way 211 is here for you

United Way of Lee County is a free referral service for social assistance.  Need help with cooking or housework?  Need help paying for your electric or your prescriptions?  Is transportation a problem?
· Just pick up the phone

· Dial 211

· Leave a message explaining what you are looking for

· Leave your first and last name

· State your phone number

The next business day, a referral expert from the United Way will call you back with the information you were looking for and will take the time to explain the qualification process and benefits of the different programs offered locally.

Knowing where to turn and who to trust is confusing, so ask The United Way - they are local, free and have the contact information for the help you need so you can decide what assistance is best for you.
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Thanks to the Friends of the South County Regional Library, our volunteers and you!

The Friends of the South County Regional Library have purchased for us 50 of the green mailbags.  To all of you who consistently return all your mailbags - thank you!  We don’t have the money this year to pay for more bags, so please keep sending them back - especially the green ones!

Special thanks to Sandy Page our snowbird volunteer who is back in town!  Our volunteers empty and sort our incoming bags, file address tags and shelve books.  We can’t have Books-By-Mail without them!
[image: image3.wmf]BEST 2009 FICTION TITLES ON CD (CDB) AND IN LARGE PRINT (LT)
THE YEAR OF THE FLOOD by Margaret Atwood CDB & LT
A man-made pandemic has started the apocalypse.  Picking up where Oryx and Crake ended, Jimmy finds other humans to begin the world anew, but will it be worth it?  Adam One, a religious leader, tries to reconstruct society with a handful of people who have very little in common.

THE LITTLE GIANT OF ABERDEEN COUNTY by Tiffany Baker CDB

400-pound Truly Plaice has a heart just as big.  She befriends an outcast, Amelia, and cares for her sister’s family after her sister leaves them.  Little does Truly know, but a benevolent witch is watching and may have a role reversal for Truly in mind. 

YOU HAD ME AT GOOD-BYE by Tracey Bateman LT
This is Christian fiction author Batemen’s newest story about love and revenge and our hero Dancy.  Jack Quinn gets the job she was hoping to be promoted to and then fires her.  Love and revenge will have to wait as Dancy first releases her frustration by writing a novel concerning a job-stealing creep who enjoys giving out pink slips.

SEA OF POPPIES by Amitav Ghosh CDB

Before the Opium Wars break over Asia, a motley crew heads for Mauritius on an indentured-labor ship.  An American freedman, a French orphan, a widowed tribeswoman and others see themselves as ship-brothers having more in common with each other than with their countrymen at the demise of the colonial world.   

ALL THE DEAD VOICES by Declan Hughes LT

Dublin PI Ed Loy is back working a homicide cold case.  The victim was a tax inspector who prepared dossiers on three suspected tax evaders.  Loy learns that one of the tax evaders is an IRA affiliate when he picks up a related shooting.
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BEST 2009 FICTION TITLES ON CD (CDB) AND IN LARGE PRINT (LT)
COLOR OF LIGHTNING by Paulette Jiles LT

In this historical novel set in Texas after the Civil War, whites, Native Americans and newly freed slaves struggle to coexist.  When Kiowas and Comanches kidnap the new-comer women and children, Quaker Indian agent Samuel Hammond arrives to arrange for their release.  Armed only with good intentions, Hammond struggles to bridge the cultural gap and his own ethnocentrism.
THE GIRL WHO PLAYED WITH FIRE by Stieg Larsson LT & CDB
On the eve of a breaking sex-trafficking story, the two reporters responsible are murdered and the fingerprints on the murder weapon belong to Lisbeth Salander.  Salander, a genius hacker, persuades the reporters’ publisher, Mikael Blomkvist, to launch his own investigation to vindicate her just as she becomes the next victim.

THE FAMILY MAN by Elinor Lipman LT

Set in New York, this is a funny story of a gay man who reconnects with his stepdaughter Thalia when her father dies.  Unattached and retired attorney Henry takes on the father role for Thalia and serves as her manager when Thalia lands the acting role of a lifetime.  
WOLF HALL by Hilary Mantel CDB
The reign of Henry the VIII is seen through the eyes of Thomas Cromwell.  Political savvy raised Cromwell from poverty to become the king’s chief minister and confidant.  This is well-traveled territory, but from Cromwell’s viewpoint it makes a very interesting read.

GATE AT THE STAIRS by Lorrie Moore CDB

Tassie attends a Midwest college and is bored.  Hoping for a new start, she moves to New York.  This coming-of-age story in the aftermath of September 11 takes unexpected turns as Tassie takes a nanny job for a woman with a dodgy past. 

THE GUERNSEY LITERARY AND POTATO PEEL SOCIETY by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows CDB & LT
Soon after World War II, author Juliet learns of a book club used as an alibi for breaking curfew during the German occupation on Guernsey Island.  The islanders hold up under Nazi brutality by finding comfort and hope in books and in each other.

OLIVE KITTERIDGE by Elizabeth Strout CDB

Olive Kitteridge is as cold as her native Maine.  Seventh grade math teacher, wife and mother, she has driven everyone close to her away, but Olive can also be funny as she shares with us her observations on life that are both humorous and sometimes twisted.  Her husband, her son, a former student and a local waitress also weigh in with their fears and insecurities.

CUTTING FOR STONE by Abraham Verghese CDB

A doctor and a nun have twin sons in Ethiopia.  The mother dies in childbirth and the doctor abandons his sons.  The boys, Shiva and Marion, grow up in Africa to become doctors themselves and remain close until Shiva takes Marion’s lover.  Later, when completing his residency in the States, Marion is struck by an illness leaving him to depend on his brother and father.  
THE LITTLE STRANGER by Sarah Waters CDB
After World War II in Britain, Dr. Faraday makes a house call to a once wealthy family.  Roderick, suffering emotionally from the horrors of war, is convinced that the house is haunted and Dr. Faraday begins to question which is ill; Roderick or the house. 

SAG HARBOR by Colson Whitehead CDB & LT

In 1985 Benji Cooper leaves his Manhattan private school to spend the summer in Long Island’s Sag Harbor.  Benji, an African American teenager grows up that summer.  He celebrates with us getting his braces off, his first kiss, his many BB gun battles and his first summer job. 
THE CLASSICS IN CDB & LT

The classics never go out of style:  Revisit The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain, Around the World in 80 Days by Jules Verne, The Dubliners by James Joyce, Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte and many more.  Read them again on CD book or in large print.

BEST 2009 NON-FICTION TITLES ON CD (CDB) AND IN LARGE PRINT (LT)
LORDS OF FINANCE: THE BANKERS WHO BROKE THE WORLD by Liaquat Ahamed CDB 

Hedge fund adviser and World Bank veteran examines four men: Benjamin Strong Jr. of the New York Federal Reserve, Montagu Norman of the Bank of England, Emile Moreau of Banc de France and Hjalmer Schacht of Reichsbank.  Ahamed details their personal lives, their professional failures and the similarities between the Great Depression and our current fiscal crisis.
BARACK AND MICHELLE: PORTRAIT OF AN AMERICAN MARRIAGE by Christopher Anderson CDB & LT

New York Times writer Anderson presents the real couple with their challenges and joys.  A happy marriage with its share of disappointments, the Obamas have weathered campaigns, financial strain and the pressures of parenthood.
BORN ROUND: THE SECRET HISTORY OF A FULL-TIME EATER by Frank Bruni CDB & LT
Born into a family of Italian heritage, Bruni grew up equating food with love.  As an adult, he found it difficult to break harmful eating habits and even struggled with bulimia.  This is a powerful memoir that deals with shame, identity and even humor.
REMARKABLE CREATURES: EPIC ADVENTURES IN THE SEARCH FOR THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES by Dr. Sean B. Carroll CDB & LT

Molecular biologist Carroll provides vignettes of the lives and flashpoints of Charles Darwin, Alfred Wallace and Henry Walter Bates.  From fossil evidence to today’s genetic research, this is an enjoyable, fascinating read.
COLUMBINE by David Cullen CDB
Journalist Cullen devoted ten years to this unflinching account of the school shootings.  Detailing the shooters Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris’ personal lives and demons, Cullen dispels myths and examines what really happened and why.
SHOP CLASS AS SOULCRAFT by Matthew Crawford CDB & LT
Motorcycle repairman turns philosopher as he shares with us his love of work.  From the joy of physical labor to the emotional health it brings, 
Crawford outlines his therapy for sanity by pursuing a project you love.
PRAIRIE TALE by Melissa Gilbert LT

Gilbert relives her work playing half-pint on Little House on the Prairie and the joy and fame it brought.  Now as a star on Lifetime and president of Children’s Hospice, she looks back and shares how it took years to find her own identity.  

GAME CHANGE: OBAMA AND THE CLINTONS, MCCAIN AND PALIN, AND THE RACE OF A LIFETIME by John Heilemann and Mark Halperin LT

The presidential campaign was tense, historic and entertaining, but what does the political landscape look like now?  Political analysts Heilemann and Halperin examine the personalities and the conflicts on the campaign trial and why it still matters now.
THE BLIND SIDE: EVOLUTION OF A GAME by Michael Lewis CDB
This book is now a movie that’s getting plenty of Oscar buzz.  The true story of Michael Oher, the homeless teenager taken in by a wealthy family to become a tackle for the Baltimore Ravens, is an inspirational read. 
THE UNFORGIVING MINUTE: A SOLDIER’S EDUCATION by Craig M. Mullaney CDB
Rhodes Scholar and West Point graduate Captain Mullaney shares his tour of duty in Afghanistan.  This is a frank assessment of infantry combat and the guilt felt by survivors when not everyone comes back home.  
GOING ROGUE: AN AMERICAN LIFE by Sarah Palin CDB & LT
The controversial Republican tells the story of her Alaskan upbringing, family life and rise to national prominence.  She seeks to set the record straight on what she views as lies about her life and political vision.

THE EVOLUTION OF GOD by Robert Wright CDB
Self-described materialist Wright explains his use of evolutionary psychology and game theory to describe how society views God and why.  Tracing paradigm shifts shaped by advances in science, Wright claims that religion has become more tolerant.
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DISABLED PERSONS
Some Important Phone Numbers
Abuse Registry (Disabled, Elders or Children)………….1-800-962-2873

Elder Helpline for Southwest Florida……………………..1-866-505-4888

Meals on Wheels (Bonita Springs)………………………..992-3543

Meals on Wheels (Cape Coral)……………………………542-1552
Meals on Wheels……………………………………………337-1055

(Fort Myers, Lehigh Acres, North Fort Myers)

Senior Friendship Center ………………………………….275-1881

(local lead agency for all Senior services)

Talking Books Library……………………………995-2665 or 1-800-854-8195

United Way Help Line………………………………………211

Lee County Library Telephone Reference………………533-4636
